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The Ultimate

Judy Le

disigi

Absalutely not v always had a creative streak, doing
vhiings & bt out of the box and knowing wht | ke

what T don't

Dld you attand design school ar are you self-taught?
sl |
Hifer i ol it on-iie-Job Lraining,.
notion that tearning haw (o learm is one of the most
impartant skills to acquire

el

ujl

Afier balng at sea for 21 days following thalr
flesing Vigtnam in 1971, Judy Le's famlly was
raseund by a US Naval ship = but her travels
havan't stopped since then, After settling In
Houstan, Judy graduated from Rice and bagan
traveling 100% of Uhe time working for Deloitie
Consulting, Bven after roturning to schoal ta got

a Mastari duj

In Highar Education

Adminlstation with a facus an rship

Felucation, ludy nover slowed down. In additlon

ta sl a purss daslgnay, Judy |s also a wiiter,

" hat und coinpetliva flibas play
= ravallng around the woild with hes hushand

ta compata in Ultimate Frlsies teurnaments,

A a ehlld, did you always dieam of bscoming a handbag
T

by Li@ §i

seems i il my whole
iy

rning

How did you get into designing
handbags?

Aftor years in business co;
and grad school |was sl
feel oo confined and restrained.
Twanted 1o tap inta imy creative
sidde while it my

hility 50 1 knew
| feeded Lo be my own be
Diiring a trip to Vietnam, | spoke with a fow
maniifactrers, drew up some designs and hit the
wrasnd running

Where do you get your design inspirations?
Culture and n
fewe Lo immerse mysell in diffecent
auty of nature. The
ainforest,
The saunds, smells,

g (nspis

hoach, or a majestic mounts
and ttuals of different cultures alwiys make me
aluate my life and
different lenses. Cultura and traval ranew m
inspire mp

Since yau anly use fabrics in your designs, do you
think you will expand ta Include leather or ather
matarlals?

Am-wl-mmlm\ of the handbag industry (s leathes | want to set myself

1ind my own niche - why do what everyone else

i lhmlm Valuo wanted tainclude fabiics that give 4 sensa of famininity

an elegance. | won't ever
poiating different mater

fo stait incoy

pke entiraly loather handbags, but | do want

iy bags, which will inelude

leathien, | love the cantrast hetween silk and leather (i s handbag

1t's Interesting that yoi talk about femininity since | understand you'rs
a bit of a tomboy and play Ultimate Frisbee competitively, Tell us more
about that and haw it influcnces your handbags,

Vo plagsdd wparty 4

iy life P bisen plaging Uitimate Frisbioe competitively
rently play on a Toxas wornan's lub team called

"showdown We're wingt o be io of the top ranked teams in the nation

1 havie it &

of the most amazing peaple in the world through this
abeen fortun
ta camprte, in Novernbae

¢ En0Ugh to
am gaing ta Aux

I the country and the warld
lia to compete in the World

Championships. Since |'ve still got that tomboy in me, handbags elp me

55y f

ine side. Sitvilar Lo contrasting fabrics, brulses and serapes

on a lady can alvo be sexy

How long daes It take ta make a Jaylay handbig = from coneeption 1o
the finished product?

b the challenges of having an overs
designate specs far th handbag, From thare [t will take

a drawing

s manufacturer! | st start with

anywhere from & weeks Lo | manths

What would you say is the signature "it” bag from Jaylay?

Right now, it's the Arpi bag..a bald shape with a simple embellished
raindrop design, Hewaver, | just switehed my ‘sveryday’ hanebag 1o one
my chocolate brown corduroy b 1 sending a message Lo mother
all weaihe

Portions of the procesds benefit the Grehld Foundation. Tell us about the
Orchid Foundation and how you got invelved with it?

The Orchid Foundation was ort orphanages and
education in Vietnam, The Foundation has supparted over seven
arphanages by providing food, books, tracher salarles, school unifarms,
e cal supplies and scholariips o arphans and children liing in poverty,

vims and scliools and have improved

i the children can strive towards a brighter future. |
i Lo give Back to Viets wecaine | wind bor
wre there, as well | believe It s im iy b
it makes L business side of my work much more gratifying,

What does the future hald for you?

soma people don't like change, but | thrive on the challenge. I'm constantly
ropvaluating where | am in my life and making sure that I'm doing what
miakes me happy 1Us hard 1o vay for sure what the futurg holds, but 1am
envision

a

 opening ip a boutlque and expanding my ine ta include ather
s and app:

Whe do you think s the Jaylay custemer?

The Jaylay eustomer s someane wha |s laoking for somathing a bit

different She doesn't feel the need to be trendy to be beautiful. Like my
ha ¢ anything from understated yet

i ta whimsical \|\rll\mrky

The big question, of course, Is where can someons buy your bags?
Cver 4% boutiques acrass the natian carry my line, in Houston, you can
find my bags at be-jewel Noutique (2402-A Rice Daulevard) and online at
Wyl ayeolliection com

| love to immerse myself in different cultures
and get lost in the beauty of nature.
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